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GSGA44-R09 
 

A Resolution Calling on UMD to Sign On to the Big 10 Mutual Defense Compact 
 

Summary: This resolution calls on the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) to sign 
on to the Big 10 Mutual Defense Compact proposed by the Rutgers University Senate.  

 
WHEREAS, the Rutgers University Senate recently passed a Resolution to Establish a 

Mutual Defense Compact for the Universities of the Big Ten Academic Alliance in Defense of 
Academic Freedom, Institutional Integrity, and the Research Enterprise1 to protect institutions 
from political intrusion in higher education; and, 

  
WHEREAS, this resolution supports creating a compact to pool legal expertise, 

governance experts, public affairs offices, and significant funding to defend all participating 
institutions from attacks on “autonomy of university governance, the integrity of scientific 
research, and the protection of free speech”; and, 

 
WHEREAS, UMD administrators have repeatedly expressed a desire to remain under 

the radar so as not to draw attention and make the university a target of the Trump 
administration. This has been used as an excuse to justify UMD’s failings to respond to 
numerous federal attacks on higher education, such as denying public, transparent 
communication to international students and workers regarding the recent cancellation of student 
visas/statuses on our own campus and detainment of students at other campuses, as well as 
UMD’s responses to the March 19th letter from the House Select Committee on the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) requesting information on Chinese UMD affiliates; and,  

 
WHEREAS, joining the coalition of Big 10 schools will provide protection and 

resources to defend UMD should a campus-wide email regarding—for example—visa/status 
terminations of international students draw unwanted attention to the university; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Graduate Student Government 
supports UMD’s participation in the Big 10 Mutual Defense Compact proposed by the Rutgers 
University Senate. 

 
 
 

 
 
Author(s): Rose Ying (NACS) 

1 
https://senate.rutgers.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Resolution-to-Establish-a-Mutual-Defense-Compa
ct-for-the-Universities-of-the-Big-Ten-Academic-Alliance-in-Defense-of-Academic-Freedom-Institutional-In
tegrity-and-the-Research.pdf 
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Sponsor(s): Nora(Shayne) E Jameson (EPID) 
 
Date and Time of Submission: April 17, 2025 
 
Date of Presentation: May 9, 2025 
 
Action(s) Taken: Passed without amendment by Assembly vote. Relevant parties have been 
notified, including the Office of the President, the Office of the Provost, the Division of Student 
Affairs, the Graduate School, the University Senate, and the Office of General Counsel. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Decision of GSG President 
 
____________________________________________​ ​ ________________________ 
Signature of GSG President​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 

 

Varaa (Jun 2, 2025 23:28 EDT)
Varaa

Approved

06/02/2025
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