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GSGA44-R06

A Resolution Calling on UMD to Accept the Duolingo English Test As A Measure of
English Proficiency for Graduate Students

Summary: This resolution calls on the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) to accept
the Duolingo English Test as a measure of English proficiency for graduate students.

WHEREAS, International graduate students who do not meet the English proficiency
requirements set by the Graduate School may be accepted to UMD contingent upon

resubmission of satisfactory English proficiency test scores or completion of course(s) at the
Maryland English Institute (MEI); and,

WHEREAS, students accepted with an English language condition must resubmit new
test scores before the end of their first semester.' The currently accepted tests are the Test of
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL iBT), Pearson score (PTE), and International English
Language Testing System (IELTS).? All of these tests cost $120-$285 and must be scheduled in
advance with highly limited appointment availability; and,

WHEREAS, the PTE and IELTS additionally require students to go to an in-person
location, and international students are much less likely to have a reliable form of personal
transportation. The nearest PTE test center is in Washington, DC, with a 1 hour travel time each
way using public transportation. The nearest IELTS test center is in Arlington, VA, which takes
over 1.5 hours of travel each way using public transportation; and,

WHEREAS, the Duolingo English Test is an online test that does not require any
appointments and is cheaper than the currently accepted tests. UMD accepts this test for

undergraduate admissions.® 10 of our 17 Big 10 peer graduate institutions accept this test;*>¢78?
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WHEREAS, all courses offered by the MEI cost an additional fee of thousands of
dollars that cannot be covered by tuition remission; and,

WHEREAS, individuals who are not as fluent in English often come from low-income
backgrounds where exposure to English is limited, while students from wealthier families are
more likely to have more opportunity to learn and practice English. This creates a strong
correlation between wealth and English fluency in many countries.'* '*1*!7'® Many lower-income
international students arrive in the U.S. with little to no savings; thus, requiring international
grads to pay expensive test or MEI course fees disproportionately affects those who are already
struggling, further entrenching systemic inequality;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Graduate Student Government

calls on UMD to accept the Duolingo English Test as a measure of English proficiency for
graduate students.
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