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GSGA44-R04

A Resolution Calling on UMD to Change the Fee Structure for Maryland English Institute
Courses

Summary: This resolution calls on the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) to offer
Maryland English Institute (MEI) courses for credit and/or cover the course fees.

WHEREAS, International graduate students may be accepted to UMD with
acceptance contingent upon their completion of course(s) at the MEI, or are required to take
course(s) at the MEI to work as Teaching Assistants; and,

WHEREAS, as part of their funding package, graduate assistants receive a certain
number of credits of tuition remission. However, all courses offered by the MEI, including those
specifically required for international Teaching Assistants (TAs), cost an additional fee of
thousands of dollars that cannot be covered by tuition remission; and,

WHEREAS, while some departments cover the cost of these courses, others do not,
creating inequity between departments; and,

WHEREAS, International grads are already financially stressed due to visa-related
costs, restrictions on secondary employment, and lack of access to major federal grants, in
addition to other immigration-related vulnerabilities. By requiring students to pay an extra fee of
thousands of dollars that cannot be covered by tuition remission for MEI courses, UMD is
placing an additional financial burden on those who are already at a disadvantage; and,

WHEREAS, Individuals who are not as fluent in English often come from low-income
backgrounds where exposure to English is limited, while students from wealthier families are
more likely to have more opportunity to learn and practice English. This creates a strong
correlation between wealth and English fluency in many countries.'?** Many lower-income
international students arrive in the U.S. with little to no savings; thus, the current MEI fee
structure disproportionately affects those who are already struggling, further entrenching
systemic inequality; and,
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WHEREAS, 13 of our 17 peer institutions in the Big 10 offer equivalent English
courses for international graduate students for credit, meaning that they are eligible for tuition
remission; Northwestern University covers the fees entirely for eligible Masters and PhD
students, and the University of Washington and University of lowa cover fees for their TA
courses. In total, graduate assistants at 16 out of 17 peer institutions in the Big 10 regularly do
not pay fees for their English Program courses. UMD is a clear outlier in this respect;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Graduate Student Government
calls on UMD to offer MEI courses for credit, so that tuition remission may be applied for these
courses, or cover the course fees entirely.
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