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GSGA44-R07

A Resolution Calling on UMD to Establish a Firewall for Freedom that Defends the Rights
of All Students

Summary: This resolution calls on the University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) to
establish a Firewall for Freedom, creating intentional measures to protect the rights of students
amid attacks on education and human rights.

WHEREAS, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has launched the "Firewall
for Freedom" campaign, urging state and local governments to enact policies that protect civil
liberties against potential federal overreach;' and,

WHEREAS, recent actions by the Trump administration have posed significant threats
to free speech, academic freedom, and the cultivation of inclusive learning environments at
institutions of higher education across the nation; and,

WHEREAS, graduate students are integral members of the community and may be
directly affected by policies that threaten civil liberties, including those related to immigration,
reproductive rights, and freedom of expression;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Graduate Student Government
calls on UMD to:

1. Enact policies that prevent the voluntary sharing of private information with
federal agencies when such sharing could lead to civil rights violations; and,

2. Engage with stakeholders to communicate clear and transparent strategies to keep
students safe; and,

3. Foster a collaborative environment with departments and build partnerships to
ensure research funding; and,

4. Protect vulnerable departments and campus groups from federal overreach and
targeted attacks; and,

5. Implement additional measures to protect students from discrimination and ensure
the confidentiality of their personal information.

Author(s): Divon Pender (VPLA)

! Firewall For Freedom: States Must Safeguard Our Rights. (n.d.). ACLU.
https: Iu.org/firewall-for-fr m- -must-safi rd-our-righ
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Sponsor(s): Brandon Rodriguez Torrento (HIED), Nora Shayne E Jameson (EPID), Mikol
Bailey (VPFASFM), Keegan Clements-Housser (Director of Operations), Rose Ying (NACS),
Sydney Overton (ENEE)

Date and Time of Submission: April 25, 2025
Date of Presentation: May 9, 2025
Action(s) Taken: Passed by Assembly vote without amendment. Relevant parties, such as the

Office of the President, the Office of the Provost, the Division of Student Affairs, and the Office
of General Counsel.
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